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REASONS humbly Offerd by the Land-owners and Farmers of England , 


For the paſſing the Bill relating to the Butter and Cheeſe Trade, in Anſwer to thoſe offterd by the 
Cheeſemongers againft it. | 


SHE Bill is for two purpoſes : The firſt is, to Relieve the Sellers againſt the great Oppreſſions they lie under by 
the ill uſe the Cheeſemongers, and their Agents, have made of the Statute 14. Car. [7. 


| where this Commodity is made, an Officer whom they call a Weigher ( who is no Officer by Law, nor Sworn; 
but 15 uſually a decayed Cheeſemonger, ſent from Loydox by them) and he takes upon him (after the FaQor hath 


bought the Goods at the Sellers Houſe, and fearched and approved them there, when they come at the Coaſt, it may be 
.20 or 30 Miles from: the Sellers Houſe, and are out of his poſſeſſion) to Weigh and Search the Goods over again, and ſets 


Rates of Deduction as he thinks fit, upon every Mans Goods, and writes back Notes to the Faor who bought the Com- 


-modity, that he muſt diſcount ſo much out of the Price agreed for, which if the Seller refuſeth to diſcount, then Infor- | 
-mations are exhibited upon ſome of the Branches of that Statute, and much Oppreſlion is thereby. 


About-the year 1674. one Everard, a Weigher in the Port of Ipſwich in Suffolk, exhibited in one Quarter-Sefſions, 


.above 2cc Informations upon this Statute, againſt the Makers or Venders of this Commodity 3 and not one of them was 


tryed, but the Makers were under a Neceſlity of compounding with him 3 becauſe the Statute gives the Informant half 


the Penalty, and double Coſts if the Offender be Convicted : But the ſuppoſed Offender hath no Coſts if he be acquitted; 


and the Perſons informed againſt, choſe rather to give the Informant 3o or 40 s. apiece to agree with him, than to ſpend 
3 or 41. or more,rto be acquitted. Ret 
And fince this the Countrymen have not much contended with them, but have ſubmitted to abate what the- Weigher 


hath adjudged, rather than to ſtand an Information, in regard he can have no Coſts if he be acquitted : And by this pra- 


ctice the Weighers, who are the Cheeſemongers Servants, raiſe in one County, viz. in Suffolk, as near as can be compu- 


ted, 600 /. per annum, which is ſuppoled, pays the FaCtors and the Weighers Wages, and more. 


The ſecond part of the AG is to prevent the Trade being ingroſled by a few Men, and to make it open and free to all 
the Cheeſemongers, and the makers of the Commodity. =, 

The Trade out of S»ffolkand Norfolk is now totally ingroſſed by about 22 Thames-Strezt Cheeſemongers, who oblige 
their Weigher at the Coaſt, to receive no Butter and Cheeſe, or put it on Board, but for theſe 22 : And they oblige all 
the Hoymen ( who go by Sea between Londox and Suffolk, in the Nature of Common Carriers by Land, to carry and 


recarry Goods) to take into their Veſſels no Butter.and Cheeſe, but for ſome, or one of theſe 22 Men. Theſe very Hoyes 


.brirg any other Goods for any perſons: But by the contrivance of theſe 22 Men, no Butter and Cheele can be brought 


up, but it muſt be their Goods, or conſigned to them, or the Countryman muſt have leave from one cf them, or he can- 
not ſend up his own Goods, nor ſend a Firkin of Butter to a Friend. | 
Theſe 22 have every Wedneſday a Clubb where they meet, and they ſet the price of the Goob below, and diſpatch 

their Orders accordingly 3 and alſo fet the Price of the ſame Goods here; and make the reſt of the Cheeſemongers that 
they exclude; by this-praice, give them their own Price for the Goods here. 

. There are 300:Cheeſemongers free of the City of Londor, and they would all (probably) Trade more or lets, if theſe 
22 did not exclude them 3 but they have excluded 20 Cheefemongers that did aQually Trade into Suffolk, and Norfolk, 
within a few years, and have very Jately turned-out a conſiderable Trader 3 and by degrees, if not prevented, they will 
leſſen this Number, as they have already threatned to do. 


Theſe 22 Men obje& two things againſt this AQ, Firſt, That it lets ih all the Inconveniencies of the Statute of 14 Car. II. 
provides againſt : Secondly, That it invades their Properties. 

As to the firſt, the At propoſed doth not Repeal the Stat” of 14 Car. 11. for that Statute will be the ſtandard of the 
Weight, and goodneſs of the Commodity ſtill: And if the Goods are not made according to that ſtandard, the Factor 
may, and doubtleſs will, refuſe to buy them : And he alſo may (if he doth not buy them) Indi the Maker upon that 
Statute, for not making the Goods according to it ; and the Statute gives him Encouragement enough, viz. double Coſts, 
and half the Penalty. And as to the FaQors carrying Weights about them, they need not; forevery Maker of Butter and 


-Cheeſe hath Weights ſufficient, and ſuch as the Faftors have always hitherto uſed to buy byz and if they have not, the 


FaQor is not obliged to buy the Goods; and beſides, may Indi& the Seller for bad Weights, there being already Laws 


ſufficient to oblige him thereto 3 and there isa ſufficient Proviſion in the A& propoſed to prevent any Frauds 1n the Seller 
after the Goods bought : And the Seller'is willing to ſubmit to any Penalty (hall be thought fir in Parliament to reſtrain. 


'The Cheeſemongers, ſoon after the making of that Statute, did ſetup in all the Port-Towns in the Counties 
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2 Fenalty, and dOubDIe Cons 1t tne UNENaer De TONVICTE : But the IUPPOIEC JNENAET Nt 3) LONS It De AcQUITTEC'S 
and the Perſons informed againſt, choſe rather to give the Informant 3o or 40 s. apiece to agree with him, than to ſpend 
3 or 4], or more,tto be acquitted. OL I08 

And fince this the Countrymen have not much contended with them, but have ſubmitted to abate what the- Weigher 
hath adjudged, rather than to ſtand an Information, in Tegard he can have no Coſts if he be acquitted : And by this pra-' 
ctice the Weighers, who are the Cheeſemongers Servants, raiſe in one County, viz. in S»ffolk, as near as can be compu- 
ted, 600 /. per annum, which is ſuppoſed, pays the FaCtors and the Weighers Wages, and more. | 

The ſecond part of the AC is to prevent the Trade being ingroſſed by a few Men, and to make it open and free to all 
the Cheeſemongers, and the makers of the Commodity. In, 

The Trade out of S»ffolkand Norfolk is now totally ingroſſed by about 22 Thames-Strezt Cheeſemongers, who oblige 
_ their Weigher at the Coaſt, to receive no Butter and Cheeſe, or put it on Board, but for theſe 22 : And they oblige all 

the Hoymen ( who go by Sea between Lo»don and Syffolk, in the Nature of Common Carriers by Land, to carry and 
recarry Goods) to take into their Veſſcls no Butter.and Cheeſe, but for ſome, or one of theſe 22 Men. Theſe very Hoyes 
-brirg any other Goods for any perſons : But by the contrivance of theſe 22 Men, no Butter and Cheele can be brought 
up, but it muſt be their Goods, or conſigned to them, or the Countryman muſt have leave from one cf them, or he can- 
Not ſend up his own Goods, nor ſend a Firkin of Butter to a Friend. | 

Theſe 22 have every Wedneſday a Clubb where they meet, and they ſet the price of the Goo4 below, and diſpatch 
their Orders accordingly ; and alſo ſet the Price of the ſame Goods here and make the reſt of the Cheeſemongers that 
-rhey exclude, by this-praGice, give them their own Price for the Goods here. | 

. There are 30o'Cheeſemongers free of the City of London, and they would all (probably) Trade more or leſs, if theſe 
22 did not exclude them 5 but they have excluded 20 Cheeſemongers that did aQually Trade into Suffolk, and Norfolk, 


Within a few years, and have very Iatcly turned-out a conſiderable Trader 3 and by degrees, if not prevented, they will 
leſſen this Number, as they have already threatned to do. 


% 


Theſe 22 Men obje& two things againſt this AQ, Firſt, That it lets in all the Inconveniencies of the Statute of 14 Car. II. 
provides againſt : Secondly, That it invades their Properties. 

As to the firſt, the At propoled doth not Repeal the Stat' of 14 Car. I{. for that Statute will be the ſtandard of the 
Weight, and goodneſs of the Commodity till: And if the Goods are not made according to that ſtandard, the Factor 
may, and doubtleſs will, refuſe to buy them: And he alſo may (if he doth not buy them) Indi the Maker upon that 
Statute, for not making the Goods according to it ; and the Statute gives him Encouragement enough, viz. double Colts, 
and half the Penalty. And as to the FaQors carrying Weights about them, they need not; forevery Maker of Butter and 
"Cheeſe hath Weights ſufficient, and ſuch as the FaQtors have always hitherto uſed to buy by; and if they have not, the 
. FaGQor is not obliged to buy the Goods; and beſides, may Indid& the Seller for bad Weights, there being already Laws 
ſufficient to oblige him thereto 3 and there isa ſufficient Proviſion in the At propoſed to prevent any Frauds in the Seller 
after the Goods bought : And the Seller's willing to ſubmit to any Penalty (hall be thought fir in Parliament to reſtrain 
him therein ;z and the FaQtor that buys them, will be a Witneſs of ſuch Fraud, and one Witneſs by the A&, is enabled to 
Convitt the Offenders. And beſiles, the Buyer hath by Law an Action of the Caſe againſt the Seller for any fach Fraud', 
or Wrong. | | 


That theſe 22 Men make is, That it gives every Trader an equal Property in their private Shops, Warehouſes, Servants 
and Veſlels, without recompence. RS 6 eons 192 
The Ac propoſed doth not meddle with any Mans Shop 3and theſe 22 Men have no ſole Property in any of theſe Veſ- 
{els or Warehouſes, or Servants, but the Veſlels are .the Common Hoyes that carry to and from Lordor, and ought to be 
at Liberty to be freighted by every Man alike, that brings Goods to them before they be full ; and not to be ingroſſed by 
any one Body of Men: Neither do theſe Men freight them wholly, but if there happens not to be Butter and Cheeſe 
enough at that Port where they Lade, the Hoy-maſter is at liberty to take in any other Mans Goods to make up his 
freights, and doth ſo conſtantly (provided it be not Butter and Cheeſe) Neither do theſe 22 Men freight the ſaid Velſlels 
back from Loxdor, but they take in Goods of every Man, as they can get freight, as Common Carriers by Land do. And 
the Weighers are paid by the Load, and out of that they pay for the Warchouſes themſelves; and fo they are no Mans 
proper Servants: And whereas theſe 22 Men engroſs the whole Commodity in S»folk,, it would be the ſame thing to the 


Weigher, if this Commodity were bought by 300 Men, inſtead of 22. for he would have the ſame Mony for-every Load 
that hc hath now. 


This A& being only to prevent Oppreſſions made by the ill uſage of the Statute of ” Car. Il. and being to make a free 


Trade, which is a Common Good to Mankind in general, and to prevent Ingroflers in this particular, Its humbly defired 
that it may paſs into a Law. — | 


